
“�e Old Order Changeth!”

�e Midleton College community was rocked 
this August by news of Mr. Simon �ompson’s 
resignation as Principal. He has been appointed 
as Principal in Kilkenny College. We congratulate 
him on his new position and wish him every 
success even as we know that a part of his heart 
will always remain with Midleton College!

Mr. �ompson served as Principal for eleven years 
and during his tenure he made a huge contribution 
to the life of the school. He introduced many 
innovations, was a tireless fundraiser and 
developed a strong bond with the students and 
sta�. More tributes to his achievements may be 
read in the Editorial, Principal’s Report and a 
student appreciation article.

A special assembly took place on December 3rd 
in order to honour Mr. �ompson for his years of 
service and to make some presentations to him. It 
also gave him the opportunity to make a farewell 
speech. He spoke of how deeply honoured he was 
to be here once more. Mr.�ompson went on to 
say how grateful he was for all the support he had 
gotten from the various Boards of the school and 

he referred to Mr. Levis and Mr. Morrissey as 
having been the best of deputies to work alongside. 
He stated that Midleton College is a special place 
which helps us to learn who we are and provides 
opportunities in every area. He spoke with great 
sincerity about his wife Grace and their children 
and all the support and joy they had given him 
over the years. He concluded by wishing every 
success to Dr. Edward Gash as the incoming new 
Principal and reiterated how privileged he felt to 
have been Principal here. It was an eloquent and 
well received speech.

Dr. Gash takes up his o�cial duties on December 
8th and we look forward to welcoming him 
into the College. He comes to us from Bandon 
Grammar and so will have some familiarity with 
our particular school ethos. Dr. Gash has excellent 
academic credentials and we are sure that he will 
be a credit to his new o�ce. So we face into a new 
year with a new Principal con�dent in the future 
and bolstered by the traditions of over 300 years of 
education in Midleton College.  

- Ed.

Mr. Simon �ompson Dr. Edward Gash
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No. LXX1X December 2014

EDITORIAL
Welcome once again to the Midleton College Magazine for this year.  An ancient Chinese saying (well 
actually more of a curse!) was “may you live in interesting times” meaning a period of change, upheaval 
and turbulence.  �is is certainly applicable to some of the ups and downs the college has seen over the 
past twelve months.  Undoubtedly the biggest change has been the departure of Mr. Simon �ompson as 
Principal of the school.  During his eleven years as Principal, Simon made an immense contribution to 
the Midleton College community.   His leadership in dealing with D.E.S. budget cutbacks, fundraising for 
building projects, expansion of subject choices and the pursuit of excellence in all areas of college life never 
faltered.  We wish him every success in his new position as Principal of Kilkenny College.
In August the Board of Governors was faced with the prospect of recruiting a new Principal.  However such 
things take time and what was to be done in the interim?  Well “cometh the hour, cometh the man” Mr. Bud 
Morrissey the Deputy Principal stepped up to become acting Principal.  Bud has always loved actual class 
contact so taking on this new role necessitated sacri�ce on his behalf.  During the long �rst term Bud has 
provided strong leadership through some very di�cult times.  Although a reluctant appointee, Bud has done 
a great job and indeed has been described as “the best Principal we never had!”
Equally heroic was Mr. Ray Power in taking on the position of Acting Deputy Principal.  Ray stepped “into 
the breach” and ensured that the daily running of the school proceeded as smoothly as possible.  When 
Ray ‘volunteered’ to do this job he knew exactly the kind of headaches he would be taking on yet he never 
hesitated in his devotion to duty.  To both these colleagues we o�er our heartfelt thanks and also our 
congratulations that as of December 8th they can return to normality.  
�e reason that date is signi�cant is that it marks the o�cial arrival of our new Principal, Dr. Edward Gash.  
He comes to us from Bandon Grammar and thus is well familiar with the ethos of schools such as ours.  We 
welcome him to Midleton College, congratulate him on his appointment and look forward to working with 
him in the future.
Regardless of who occupies the “hot seat” in the Principal’s o�ce the life of the college continues unabated.  
�is year has seen great academic, sporting and other extra curricular achievements.  For a detailed account 
of these highlights see Mr. Morrissey’s Principal’s Report and various articles within the magazine.  Our 
prize day speaker this year was Mr. John Lonergan and he gave an inspiring talk on valuing everyone’s 
contribution to society and how we should treat others as we would wish to be treated ourselves.  �is speech 
also drew some interesting parallels between life in a boarding school and life in Mountjoy Prison!
�is year saw a great many trips, tours, exchanges and outings.  Members of Form V went to Holland on their 
Geography tour.  Members of Form IV went with the Hope Foundation to Calcutta.  Members of Form III 
went on two Spanish exchanges �rstly to Almeria and more recently to Madrid.  Students of German from 
Form II made their annual visit to Ellwangen and Julian Power (Form V) went on an exchange to France 
during the summer.  �e person that went furthest a�eld was Ms. Curtin who travelled to China where we 
have been twinned with a school in Jiangsu Province.  Closer to home Form IV went to Heir Island, Form 
II to Ballyhass and Form I to Ferrycarrig.  Many of these outings are well established in the school calendar 
and articles about each of them may be seen further on in this publication.
�ere was a bewildering array of T.Y. activity articles this year as the fourth years were involved in more 
competitions, outings, lectures etc. than ever before.  So much so that one or two older T.Y. articles were 
replaced entirely!  �e sheer variety of these activities captures the vibrancy of the T.Y. experience for our 
students. 
�e Past Pupils Reunion dinner in October was a great success again this year. A full report on it and the 
Jottings with news of the current ‘doings’ of former pupils may be read near the end of the magazine. Once 
again I would urge all past pupils to get in touch with the school and keep us up to date on their onward 
journeys through life. Also in October the College had the privilege of hosting the Irish School Boys Hockey 
Championship. �is was a great honour and showcased our sports facilities for a national audience. Our 
own Senior Boys team performed very creditably in matches that were of the highest standard. 
�e school community su�ered two tragic losses very recently. In October Robbie Steele (class of 2013) died in 
a car accident. Robbie was an energetic and engaging character who always had a smile for everyone. He was 
a keen and talented rugby player and his loss at such a young age was a profound shock.  We send our deepest 
sympathies to his family and his many friends. In November Ciaran Dunne Lyons a pupil in Form II died 
following a long illness bravely borne. Ciaran’s death had a deep impact on everyone in school but particularly 
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his classmates in Form II. We had all become so used to Ciaran’s medical condition and his determination 
not to let it hinder his activities around the school that even now it is hard to believe that he is gone. We 
o�er heartfelt condolences to his family and friends on their bereavement.
Tributes to both Robbie and Ciaran may be read at the end of the magazine.
At the time of writing a one day industrial action has just taken place in protest at proposed changes 
to the Junior Cert exam system. �e problem is not with the idea of 40% of the work being examined 
through continuous assessment it is with the Minister’s insistence that students be assessed by their own 
teachers! �is removes the concept of anonymity and impartiality from the equation. �is is simply a 
cynical attempt by the Government to save money by not having the work externally assessed. Surgeons 
do not operate on their relatives, police do not investigate crimes involving family members for the 
simple reason that emotion may cloud their judgement. Having teachers assess their own students for 
the Junior Cert would be unfair to pupils, parents and teachers alike. We hope to see this dispute resolved 
favourably sooner rather than later so that we can get on with the school’s primary mission of educating 
our students!
In conclusion I wish to thank everyone who contributed to the Magazine this year. �e members of 
Form VI who were on the committee provided valuable assistance in putting everything together. Mrs. 
Linehan, supplied great I.T. support, photographic help and many, many TY articles!  Mrs. Stead and 
Mrs. O’Sullivan-Hourihan were a hugh help in typing and collating articles.  I am grateful to Mrs. Kay 
Cairns for her continued compilation of the Jottings and supplying photos from the Reunion Dinner. 
Special thanks go to Mrs. Shelley O’Reilly who has the unenviable task of putting the entire Magazine on 
�lm for the printers. Believe me I know from experience how mindnumbing sequencing this from start 
to �nish can be! To conclude I hope that you, the reader, will �nd this publication worthy of perusal.  
Editor: J.B. Hickey.

Editorial Committee: A. Axson, E. Bourke, K. Carew, E. Daly, R. Drennan, K. Fleming, I. Keating, C. 
Lydon, S. Lynch, B. McEvoy, R. Morrisson, R. Provan-Bessell, E. Ryall, S. Stronach.

Photography: Mrs. Cairns, Mr. Leopold, Mrs. Linehan, Ms. Wall, Ms. O’Riordan, Mr. Scanlon, Mr. 
Power, Mr. Nugent, Ms. Dennehy and A. Aldous. 

- Ed.

Back Row L-R: K. Carew, I. Keating, B. McEvoy, R. Morrison.
Middle Row L-R: R. Provan – Bessell, S. Lynch, C. Lydon, S. Stronach.
Front Row L-R: A. Axson, R. Drennan, E. Bourke, E. Ryall, K. Fleming.
(Not Pictured: E. Daly).
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SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENTS BY OUR STUDENTS IN 2014

Congratulations to Lewis Jennings and 
Padraig Power (Form IV) whose I.T. 
Project won a nationwide competition. 
�ey received the top award at the Eircom 
Junior Spiders Awards. Pictured L-R are 
Lewis Jennings, an Eircom rep, Padraig 
Power and Ms. Linehan. See article on p.32. 

Congratulations to Andrew McGregor our top Leaving Certi�cate 
student this year on his excellent results. Andrew achieved the 
maximum of 625 points and is now studying Energy Engineering in 
UCC.  As a result of his outstanding Leaving Certi�cate performance 
he has been awarded a Quercus Entrance Scholarship.

Congratulations to Andrew McGregor our top Leaving Certi�cate 

Past Pupil James Colbert (pictured on the right) recently completed 
the Endurance Ireland Test. In total he swam, cycled and ran over 
2,000 kilometres including running 4 consecutive marathons! �is 
was done in aid of Cancer Research and we salute him on his 
stamina and his work for such a worthy cause.

Well done to Past pupil Nick Simonin who has  represented Ireland in 
international orienteering here are his signi�cant statistics. Individual 
Results representing Ireland: Won Senior Home Long Distance event with 
reps from England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales held at Balmoral this year. 
First time an Irish runner ever won this event. World championships:  Only 
Irish runner to qualify for Finals. Ran Sprint and Long Distance
Team events with club: On 10 man relay team which came 2nd, of 340 
teams, in Tiomila - one of the top two relay events every year. On winning 
relay team, of 390 teams, at 25Manna - 3rd largest relay event of year.

Past Pupil Nick Burns plays on the U 21 Irish 
hockey squad. He recently captained them 
to success in their section of the European 
Championships in Portugal. Well done on this 
impressive sporting achievement.
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The following is the speech given by Mr. Morrissey on 
Prize Day and it provides a comprehensive overview of 
the last year.  -Ed.
A Easpaig, baill an bhóird, a dhaoine uaisle, is mór an 
phribhléid agus onóir dom fáilte a chuir roimh gach duine 
anseo inniu chuig ócáid mhór i stair Choláiste Mhainistir na 
Corann :lá bronnadh na nduiseanna dha mhile is a ceathair 
déag.

Bishop Colton, Mr. John Lonergan, ladies & gentlemen, it is 
a privilege for me to welcome you to the Midleton College 
Academic Prize Day 2014.  Mr. Lonergan – I thank you for 
you for honouring us with your presence here today.

I think it was in an interview with Carrie Crowley on RTE 
(not today or yesterday) that I first became aware of the 
views of John Lonergan, then the Governor of Mountjoy.  I 
was struck by your strong belief  that everybody deserves 
to be treated with dignity and respect.  As a teacher in a 
boarding school I could empathise with that and listening 
to you it became obvious that all institutions have many 
similarities.  Indeed there are probably a few students 
sitting here in front of me today who see a lot of similarities 
between prison and boarding school!  Mr. Lonergan you 
are very welcome and we look forward to hearing from you 
later.

There was a sense of shock in Midleton College in late July 
when news broke that Mr. Simon Thompson was appointed 
Principal of Kilkenny College.  Simon had been Principal 
here for eleven years and during that time the school has 
gone from strength to strength.  Under his leadership the 
Colton Building – a nine classroom block – was opened.  
Plans for the building of a new Sports Hall have been 
advanced.  The 1st Form Welcome Ceremony, the 6th Form 
Farewell Ceremony, the Summer Music Evening were all 
introduced.  Business, Music and Agricultural Science got 
a new lease of life.  Classical Studies and Home Economics 
appeared on the curriculum.  These were just some of the 
changes introduced by Simon.  His enthusiasm, his energy 
and his awareness of all elements of Midleton College were 
an example to us all.  

It was a pleasure for me to work with Simon and I wish him 
well in Kilkenny.  Later this year on the 3rd December we 
will mark his resignation in a more formal manner.  

In October the Board of Governors announced his 
successor would be Dr. Edward Gash.  We are delighted 
that Dr. Gash and his wife have been able to join us today.  
Dr. Gash currently teaches Physics, Mathematics, Applied 
Mathematics and Science in Bandon Grammar School.  He 
will commence his duties in Midleton College on Monday 
8th December.  Dr. Gash we welcome you to Midleton 
College and wish you well in this new phase of your career.

There was also a sense of shock in the College with the 
passing of Robbie Steele following a road accident.  Robbie 
completed his Leaving Certificate in 2013 and was studying 
in the National Maritime College of Ireland.  Robbie was 
always bubbly and full of life and had a friendly word for 
everyone.  We extend our sympathies to his parents, Ollie 
& Aileen, and his sisters.  Ar dheis de go raibh a h-anam.   

This year saw a number of changes on the teaching staff.  
Mr. Eamonn Doyle, Mr. Daragh Martin and Ms. Catherine 
Donnelly all departed.  Each had created their own special 
niche in the life of Midleton College.  Mr. Doyle had 

organised the school musical for many years culminating 
in the ambitious “Little Shop of Horrors” last year.  Mr. 
Martin took an active role in Art and IT and combined 
both when joining Ms. Linehan in producing a film by TY 
students, highlighting youth social problems, which took 
top prize in the First Cut Film Festival.  Ms. Donnelly ran 
the Spanish Club and organised school exchanges.  

We welcome a number of new members of staff.  Ms. Tara 
Cronin has taken over from Mr. Martin as Art Teacher.  Ms. 
Rachel Davis has joined the staff of the ever growing Home 
Economics Department and also teaches Business.  Mr. 
Niall Morrissey has assumed responsibility for the school 
musical.  Ms. Ann Dawson has returned to Midleton College 
as a Spanish Teacher following a number of years during 
which she resided in Spain.  Ms. Niamh Taylor joined the 
Science Department following Mr. Power’s ‘elevation’ to 
Acting Deputy Principal.  Two former pupils Mr. Shane  
Fleming and Ms. Kathryn Ross have returned while 
undertaking their Post Graduate Diploma in Education 
studies.  While Mr. Eric Callender and Mr. Chris Blaney are 
coaching Hockey and working as residential staff.  On the 
administration side we also welcome Ms. Orla Corcoran as 
Financial Controller.

A boarding/day school is a complex operation and the 
combination of staff, teaching, catering, household, 
grounds, nursing and administrative all play a major role in 
the school’s success.

The Student Council continue to present new and innovative 
ideas.  I want to congratulate the Student Council on their 
election and in particular their Chairperson, Brandon 
McEvoy.

The prefects play a significant role in the College 
organisation.  The senior prefects this year are:

 Head Boarding Girl - Angel Axson 
 Head Boarding Boy - Alex Deane 
 Head Day Girl - Ruth Provan Bessell 
 Head Day Boy - Anthony O’Shea

I now ask the Senior Prefects to come forward to receive 
their insignia from Bishop Colton.

Midleton College provides a broad holistic education 
and later I will refer to some of the achievements in 
extracurricular activities.  But we are first and foremost 
a school and our main function is to facilitate academic 
achievement.  Today we recognise that achievement and the 
success of the past year.  Today is also a special day as it 
is the 150th Prize Day in the history of Midleton College – 
first introduced by Rev. Thomas Moore in 1864 after whom 
the Moore Memorial Prize is named.

We are proud of the performances of our students in the 
State Examinations.  At Leaving Certificate level in 2014 
98% of all papers taken were passed and 53% of candidates 
gained 400 CAO points or higher.

The Moore Memorial Prize for the leading student at 
Leaving Certificate level goes to Andrew McGregor.  
Andrew achieved the maximum of 625 points and is now 
studying Energy Engineering in UCC.  As a result of his 
outstanding Leaving Certificate performance he has been 
awarded a Quercus Entrance Scholarship.  Conor Sheehy, 
Eoin Doyle, Olwyn Anthony, Daniel Moore, Owen 
Chambers and Felix Fischer all achieved more than 500 
points.  Owen Chambers has been awarded the Maura 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 2014
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Lee West Prize which is awarded for a combination of 
academic results and extracurricular achievement. Owen 
gained 510 points and played Rugby and Hockey where 
he won representative honours.  The Midleton College 
Citizenship Prize, which reflects respect for others in the 
school community, is awarded to David Wood last year’s 
Head Boarding Boy who is now studying International 
Business and Spanish in Dublin Institute of Technology. 

For the Leaving Certificate class academic success also 
came in a slightly different guise. 

Our Maths Team of Andrew, Olwyn, Jack Cowhig and 
Jinchen Zhang came second in the Cork School Maths Quiz 
losing by one mark.  This was a remarkable achievement 
in a competition where almost thirty schools compete.  
They then went through to the All-Ireland final where they 
finished fifth.  

Not to be outdone the Applied Maths Team of Andrew, 
Conor and Kevin Carew came second in the Cork section 
(also losing by only 1 mark) and third in the All Ireland 
final.   Andrew, Kevin, Jingchen and Eoin Doyle were third 
in an Electrical Engineering Quiz open to all schools in 
Ireland.

Our Junior Certificate students also had reason to celebrate 
with a 99% overall pass rate.  Julie Ryall was the top 
student  and won the Intermediate Shield with 7A’s and 
2 B’s.  Julie has also had the honour of being identified 
by the State Examinations Commission as a high achiever 
in Maths and consequently was invited to participate in a 
computing competition.  Adam Morris achieved 6 A’s while 
Zac O’Sullivan-Hourihan and Adam Ford both achieved 
5A’s.

While I have mentioned just a few names here all our 
prize-winners are successes and you have attained real 
achievement in the tasks and levels that you have set for 
yourselves.  Today is your day and I congratulate each one 
of you.

Our past pupils also excel and today we congratulate Jen 
Preston on being awarded a Gold Medal for exceptional 
merit in degree examinations at Trinity College Dublin.  
She studied Law and Business in College.  Jen is currently 
travelling in Australia. I would now ask Bishop Colton 
to make a presentation  to her father Martin to mark her 
achievement.  

Our Transition Year has an important academic element to 
it but it is also a year during which students can nurture 
other talents.  I have already mentioned their success in the 
First Cut Film Festival.  They also achieved a major success 
in the area of IT.  

In the National Eircom Spiders Award they took 5 of the 
top 6 places  with Best 

Digital Game and Overall Champions being  won by Lewis 
Jennings and Padraig Power.   Reidin O’Sullivan qualified 
for the final of Apprentice Chef sponsored by ‘A Taste of 
Kerry’ and held in Tralee.   

Our Young Social Innovator group received the North Cork 
Garda Youth Award to acknowledge the contribution by 
young people in their local communities.

Varied activities in Transition Year include hospital visits, 
driving school, work experience, Heir Island adventure 
trip, Gaisce programme, Rotary Club, Millipore Science 
Competition, Mini-Company and so on.   This year the 
school was awarded an Amber Flag for work by Rotary 
Club in the area of mental health under the Chairmanship of 

Fionn Summers while Alex Aldous was the major driving 
force in the school being awarded its first Green Flag for 
environmental awareness.  Mr. Stanley as Transition Year 
Co-Ordinator oversees and organises a busy and varied 
programme.  

The Summer Music Evening continues to grow to the 
extent that it may need to become a Summer Music Week!  
The depth of talent never ceases to amaze and shortly we 
will see evidence of that talent.

In speaking to parents of prospective first form pupils 
during recent weeks one of the attractions which is regularly 
mentioned is the international and multicultural diversity of 
the College.

Last September Ms. Curtin travelled to China and on behalf 
of Midleton College signed a twinning agreement with 
Nanjing Middle No. 1 School.  Midleton College is one 
of only 3 Cork schools twinned with a school in China.  
At Transition Year level we continue to offer Chinese as a 
study module.  

This is only one example of our international dimension 
during the past year.  Our GAP students are from opposite 
sides of the world – Conor Keegan from New Zealand 
and Janie Lonergan from USA.  In the last academic year 
Christian Schmidt was our German Assistant and this year 
we welcome our Spanish Assistant Silvia Serrett.  

Language exchanges continue with Ellwangan for German 
students and Almeria and Madrid for Spanish students.  
Some senior Geography students carried out field studies in 
the Netherlands and some senior historians visited Berlin.    

The HOPE trip to Kolkata is now in its tenth year.  Seven 
students travelled this year and Midleton College continues 
to fund a night ambulance there.  This year the Holi Fest 
added a new dimension to their fundraising.   While the 
Leaving Certificate students’ trip to the Gaeltacht is not 
exactly international it does come under the umbrella of 
multi-cultural!  Midleton College currently has students 
from 20 countries and these students celebrated their 
identities last year in an International Evening organised by 
Ms. Power.  All of this is particularly gratifying at a time 
when multiculturalism is not getting great press.

This year Midleton College had the honour of successfully 
hosting the All Ireland Schools Hockey Championships.  
This was a major organisational operation involving 16 
teams and 27 competitive matches over 3 days plus an 
official dinner attended by over 320 people.  The event 
received much praise from visiting schools.  The credit for 
its success must go to Ms. Mary Power and Mr. Clive Seale.

In the competition the senior team acquitted themselves 
very well with two draws and one defeat in a ‘group of 
death’ involving three teams each of whom have been 
multiple winners of the competition in the past.  

Alex Burns, the captain of the team, played for the Ireland 
U-18 team last year Alex, Alex Deane, Rob Johnston, 
Daniel Moore and Ciaran McGregor all won interprovincial 
honours for Munster at different levels.  The U-14 Boys 
Hockey team won the Munster League and qualified for 
the finals of the All Ireland Competition – the John Waring 
Trophy where they finished a most creditable third.  The 
First Year B Boys Hockey Team won their Munster Cup.

The senior girls reached the final of their cup competition 
and Angel Axson, Sinead James and Amy Chambers all 
won representative honours. Harry Deane represented 
Munster in Cricket.  The senior rugby team were defeated 
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in the final of the Mungret Cup.  Padraig Fives represented 
Ireland in Tetrathlon in Milton Keynes coming 5th.  Mary 
Smiddy was the leading Irish competitor in an international 
pony eventing competition at Millstreet.  In Athletics Ben 
Donovan set a new national record for the U15 High Jump.  
Rugby, girls’ soccer, orienteering, cricket, athletics, golf, 
equestrian sports and chess continue to thrive with a large 
proportion of the school population involved in some 
sporting activity.

Our past pupils also do us proud.  Nick Burns was capped 
for the Irish Senior Hockey team and captained the Irish 
U-21 side to success in their section of the European 
Championships in Portugal.  In Rugby Dave O’Callaghan 
and Ned Hodson are involved in the Munster set up while 
Clive Ross has been selected for Ulster.  Nick Simonin 
and Josh O’Sullivan-Hourihan represented Ireland in 
Orienteering at both European and World Cup levels.  
James Colbert completed the Endurance Ireland Test in aid 
of Cancer Research.

But pupils and past pupils do not have a monopoly on 
sporting success.  Sometimes the staff strike back!  

Ms. Laura Guest having already been part of the 6 nation 
winning Irish Women’s Rugby team last year was part of 
the Irish team which performed with distinction in the 
World Cup – including a win against New Zealand.  Ms. 
Orla Cotter was a leading member of the Cork camogie 
team which won the All Ireland and was also named as one 
of the Camogie All-Stars for 2014.

The contribution of past pupil and parent organisations 
should never be underestimated.  The Parent Teacher 
Association offers regular and continuous support to the 
school in many areas.  I thank the committee of 2013-2014 
under the leadership of Ms. Catherine O’Riordan, Ms. 
Nicola Bessell and Ms. Deirdre Cremin.  I also congratulate 
the new officers on their election – Ms. Mandy Devlin, Ms. 
Ann Fuller-Hales and Ms. Catriona McGregor.

The Midleton College Association is the main link for 
most past pupils.  Mr. John Smyth the Chairperson works 
ceaselessly in this field as does Mrs. Kay Cairns nominally 
a committee member but in reality much more – the 
chronicler of all information for past pupils.  

The Fundraising Committee continues to display 
remarkable energy and dedication and deserve all our 

support.  The Christmas Fair to be held this year on Friday 
5th December is now an established event on the school 
calendar.

The most surprising aspect of my teaching career is probably 
the position in which I have found myself in recent weeks.  
It was never part of my plan – but that’s life!  There are 
many people I must thank for helping me through the term.

Firstly Mr. Ray Power the Acting Deputy Principal.  Ray 
has taken so much work from my desk that he has given a 
new dimension to the position of Deputy Principal.  I am 
very grateful but am concerned that I may regret this when 
I return to a more demanding position as Deputy Principal 
with higher standards.

Ms. Rosemarie O’Sullivan-Hourihan is my organisational 
rock.  Not only does she organise my appointments but 
she reminds me what I am supposed to be doing and she 
more than anybody knows her way around the maze that is 
the educational bureaucracy – a trap for anybody not used 
to it.  I honestly could not carry out all my duties without 
Rosemarie.

Bishop Colton has always been available at the end of the 
phone or in person as have all the members of the Board.  
Their advice has been invaluable and I appreciate it very 
much.

The Admin Staff, the Household Staff, the Grounds Staff 
and the Catering Staff have at all times been helpful and 
supportive.

The backing and the understanding of the parents has been 
a major boost.

I want to thank my colleagues on the teaching staff.  You 
have also taken on extra responsibilities and been with me 
through the highs and lows.  It means a lot to me.

But the people I want to thank the most today are the people 
sitting here in front of me – you the pupils.  I will always 
treasure the warmth and the friendship you have shown me.  
Support comes in many ways – a greeting going across the 
yard, a chat, information you felt I should know.  They all 
count.  Last Friday a senior pupil said to me “You have a 
big week coming now”.  I thought how perceptive and how 
understanding.  Dr. Gash, in dealing with these people I 
think you have a treat in store.

“Past Tense” “Present Tense”

Pictured L-R: Mr. Power, Mr. Morrissey, Mr. �ompson and Bishop 
Colton a�er the special assembly held on December 3rd in honour of 
Mr. �ompson. Note the smiles of relief on the faces of Ray and Bud 
as their time in o�ce wends to a close! 

Mr. Morrissey in full oratorical �ow on Prize Day. Even then he was 
looking forward to the “ future tense” and the imminent arrival of 
Dr. Gash!
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COLLEGE STAFF 
TEACHING 
Dr. Edward Gash, BSc, MEd, PhD Principal Mathematics, Science, Applied Mathematics & Physics 
Mr. Bud Morrissey, B.A. (Acting Principal Aug.-Dec. 2014) Deputy Principal Geography 
Mr. Ray Power, B.Sc. (Acting Deputy Principal Aug.-Dec. 2014) Biology, Science 
Mr. Ivan Leopold, B.A.   Learning Support, History 
Mr. Martin Preston, B.A.  History 
Mrs. Margaret Rumley, B.Sc.  Mathematics 
Mrs. Louise Curtin, B.Sc.  Chemistry, Science, Biology 
Ms. Gobnait Buckley, B.A., M.Ed.  Irish, S.P.H.E.  
Ms. Allie Mackillop, B.A.   English, Horticulture 
Mr. Brian Hickey, B.A.   English, C.S.P.E. 
Mr. Kevin Stanley, B.Ag.Sc.  Business, Business Studies, Agricultural Science 
Miss Catriona Hassey, B.Sc.   Mathematics, Science, Biology 
Mr. Ken O’Neill, B.Agr.Sc., M.Ed.Sc.  Physics, Science 
Mrs. Jane O’Sullivan, B.A. M.Ed.  French 
Mr. Paul Cashman, B.A.  Geography, Religion 
Mrs Elizabeth McMahon, B.A.   English, Learning Support 
Ms. Lisa Murphy, B.A.  French, Spanish 
Mr. Chris Baker, B.A., (LCL)  History, T.E.F.L. 
Mr. Brian Gill, B.A.  Economics, Accounting, Business Studies 
Ms. Laura Guest, B.Sc.Ed  Mathematics, Applied Maths 
Mr. Mitch McGuckin, B.A.  Mathematics. Learning Support 
Ms. Mary Linehan, B.A.  I.T., English, Learning Support  
Miss Hannah Dennehy, BA Mus. Grad Dip Ed. (Mus)  Music, S.P.H.E. 
Ms. Melanie Henry, Dipl.-Germ. (Univ.) – DaF  German 
Mr. Cormac Nugent, B.Ed. .  Physical Education, Irish 
Ms. Niamh Lawlor, B.Ed. Home Econ., Ec Bus.  Home Economics 
Ms. Orla Cotter, B.Ed.  Physical Education, Irish 
Ms. Mariel Twomey, B.A. Mus. PDGE (History&Music) MBS.MAGC Guidance Counsellor 
Mr. Andrew Levis, B.Sc. Hons  Geography, C.S.P.E, Physical Education 
Ms. Ciara Wall B.A. M.A.  Art 
Mr. Paudie Scanlon BSc MSc  Science, Mathematics, Learning Support  
Ms. Christine Power B.Bus., M.Bus  Business Studies, Accounting, T.E.F.L 
Ms. Bridget O’Riordan, B.A. MSc.  English, History, Learning Support 
Ms. Rachel Dool BSc. MSc.  Maths 
Ms. Rachel Davis B.Ed. Home Econ., Ec Bus   Home Economics, Business, Religion 
Ms. Ann Dawson B.A (Mod ) EU Integration  Spanish 
Ms. Tara Cronin B.A. MSc  Art, CSPE, SPHE, Learning Support 
Ms. Kathryn Ross B.A.  German, History 
Mr. Shane Fleming   Science 
Mr. Clive Seale, B. Tech.  Physical Education, Sports Coaching 
Ms. Mary Cocking  Special Needs Assistant 
Ms.  Liz Clifford, B.Sc. H. Dip in Disability Studies  Special Needs Assistant 
Ms. Anne Roberts Dip in Disability Studies  Special Needs Assistant 
Ms. Dawn Aherne  Special Needs Assistant 
Ms. Silvia Serrett  Spanish (Foreign Language Assistant) 
Mr. Christopher Blaney, BSc. Hons.  Hockey Coach & Residential Staff 
Mr. Eric Callender  Hockey Coach & Residential Staff
Librarian: Mrs. P. Stead 
Career Guidance: Ms.  Mariel Twomey 
Director of Choral Music: Mr. I. Sexton , G.T.C.L. (Hons), L.T.C.L., L.R.S.M., F.R.S.A. 
Conductor of Ensemble: Mr. C. Nicholls 
Transition Year Co-ordinator: Mr. K. Stanley 
Gap Student: Mr. Conor Keegan, Ms. Janie Lonergan 
Cork Diocesan Youth Liaison:  
Medical Officers: Dr. Colin Healy and Dr. Donal Mulvhill 
Nurses:  Mrs. P. Stead, Ms. K. McNamara, Mrs. A. O’Dwyer, Ms. K. Ryan 
Household Manager:  Ms. T. Strickland B.A   Deputy Household Manager:   Ms. M. Duggan   Chef:   Mr. R. Graham 
Grounds Manager: Mr. G. Maguire Grounds Staff: Mr. L. Power, Mr. T. Jones, Mr. J. Hennessy 
Financial Controller:  Ms. O. Corcoran, CPA   Financial Administration: Ms. S. Cooney, Ms. C. Cashman  
Administration: Ms. R. O’Sullivan-Hourihan, Ms. E. Flynn, Ms. E. Lenehan 
Household Staff:  Mrs. J. O’Brien, Mrs. H. Sinclair, Mrs. M. Barry,  Ms. N. Lomansey,  Mrs. S. Foley, Mrs. J. 

Mulcahy,  Mrs. C. Daly,  Mrs. K. Cody,  Ms. K. Woronivch, Ms. R.Sisk,  
Mrs K Habrych-Jeczkowska, Mr. N. Aherne, Ms. C. Horgan.

PREFECTS:
Senior Boarding Boy: Alex Deane Senior Boarding  Girl: Angel Axson     
Senior Day Boy: Anthony O’Shea Senior Day Girl: Ruth Provan-Bessell
GIRLS:  Eva Bourke, Rachel Drennan, Kate Fleming, Heather Greaves, Aisling O’Sullivan, Janet Rumley, Ellen Ryall, Sonia 
Stronach, Caoimhe Walsh   BOYS:  Alex Burns, Edward Hayes, Robert Johnston, Ian Keating, Ciaran Lydon, Joseph Lydon, Christian 
Lynch, Peter Matthews, Brandon McEvoy, Sam Mitchell, Patrick O’Riordan, Kieran Simpson, Jack Tierney
STUDENT COUNCIL: Chairperson: Brandon McEvoy   Committee:  Dion Cuthbert, Aoife Dunne, Sean Emerson, Kate 
Fleming, Sean Hayes, Gabrielle Humphreys, Sophie Johnston, Darren Kenneally, Conor Kiy, Ciaran Lydon, Ciaran McGregor, 
Diarmuid Phelan, Fergal Roche, Julie Ryall, Padraig Power, Isabel Tanner, Alice Tierney, Jingchen Zhang
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TEACHING STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES 2014-2015

Dr. Edward Gash Principal (December 2014)

Mr. Bud Morrissey:  Acting Principal, Deputy Principal, Head of Boarding,  
Co-ordinator of Duty Rota, Timetable Co-Ordinator, Form Teacher.

Mr. Ray Power  Acting Deputy Principal, Form Teacher, IT Purchasing & Support, 
October Returns, Uniform Co-Ordinator

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS   RESPONSIBILITY

Mr. Ivan Leopold Job Placement Co-ordinator, Form Teacher.

Mr. Martin Preston  Form Teacher, House Exam Co-ordinator, Locker Co-Ordinator, 
Rugby Co-Ordinator.

SPECIAL DUTIES TEACHERS    

Mrs. Margaret Rumley  Form Teacher, School Attendance and Absences.

Ms. Louise Curtin Form Teacher, School Books/Stationery Purchasing.

Ms. Gobnait Buckley Student Council Co-ordinator, Form Teacher.

BOARDING RESPONSIBILITIES

Ms. Niamh Lawlor Head of Girls Boarding

Mr. Andrew Levis Head of Boys Boarding

Ms. Bridget O’Riordan Resident Teaching Staff

Ms. Rachel Dool Resident Teaching Staff

Mr. Shane Fleming Resident Teaching Staff

Ms. Silvia Serret Resident Teaching Staff

Mr. Chris Blaney Resident Coaching Staff

Mr. Eric Callender Resident Coaching Staff

LEARNING SUPPORT EDUCATION TRANSITION YEAR CO-ORDINATOR

Mr. Ivan Leopold Mr. Kevin Stanley

Ms. Liz McMachon

IT & COLLEGE WEBSITE CO-ORDINATOR UCAS/CAO APPLICATIONS 

Ms. Mary Linehan Ms. Mariel Twomey

IT PURCHASING and SUPPORT ANNUAL MAGAZINE

Mr. Ray Power Mr. Brian Hickey

FESTIVAL CHOIR ORCHESTRA

Mr. Ian Sexton Mr. Colin Nicholls

 Mrs. Angela Nicholls
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GAMES AND EXTRA-CURRICULAR

BOYS HOCKEY GIRLS HOCKEY RUGBY GIRLS SOCCER

Mr. Clive Seale Mr. Andrew Levis Mr. Ray Power Mr. Ken O’Neill 
Ms. Catriona Hassey Ms. Liz Clifford Ms. Laura Guest Mr. Jason Browne 
Mr. Cormac Nugent Ms. Orla Cotter Mr. Paul Cashman 
Mr. Chris Blaney Ms. Rachel Dool Mr. Andrew McCarthy 
Mr. Eric Callender Ms. Bridget O’Riordan Mr. Mitch McGuckin 
 Mr. Chris Blaney Mr. Brian Gill 
 Mr. Eric Callender Mr. Phil Cunningham

HOCKEY CO-ORDINATOR RUGBY CO-ORDINATOR

Mr. Clive Seale  Mr. Martin Preston

FITNESS CRICKET TENNIS ORIENTEERING 
CO-ORDINATOR

Mr. Cormac Nugent Mr. Andrew Levis Mr. Clive Seale  Mrs. Rosemarie O’Sullivan-Hourihan 
Mr. Eric Callender

ATHLETICS  EQUESTRIAN GOLF CHESS

Mr. Cormac Nugent Mrs. Paula Stead Ms. Hannah Dennehy Mr. Brian Hickey 
Ms. Orla Cotter

DRAMA ART CLUB DEBATING SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY CLUB

Mr. Niall Morrissey Ms. Ciara Wall Mr. Chris Baker Mr. Paudie Scanlon

BOOK CLUB HORTICULTURE COOKERY CLUB YOUNG ROTARY CLUB

Ms. Allie  Mackillop Ms. Allie Mackillop Ms. Niamh Lawlor Ms. Mariel Twomey 
 Ms. Susan Turner Ms. Rachel Davis

SPANISH CLUB CHOIR ORCHESTRA

Ms. Ann Dawson Mr. Ian Sexton Mr. Colin Nicholls 
Ms. Silvia Serret  Ms. Angela Nicholls

MUSIC LESSONS

Ms. Hannah Dennehy (Piano & Music Theory)

Mr. Ian Sexton (Piano & Singing)

Mr. Ray O’Callaghan (Guitar)

Ms. Deirdre Long (Piano, Singing & Music Theory)

Ms. Helen Lynch (Guitar, Violin & Piano)

Mrs. Angela Nicholls (

Ms. Deirdre Long (Piano, Singing & Music Theory)

Mr. Oisin McGill (Saxophone, Clarinet & Flute)
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PRIZE LIST 2014

LEAVING CERTIFICATE  2014

Moore Memorial Prize:
Andrew McGregor

Midleton College Citizenship Prize:
David Wood

Maura Lee West Prize for Special Achievement:
Owen Chambers

James McNeill West Memorial Prize for Mathematics:
Andrew McGregor, Eoin Doyle

A.I.B. Leaving Certi�cate Prize for English:
Rachel Hornibrook, Je�rey Swanton

Webster Memorial Prize for English:
Andrew McGregor

Long Memorial Prize for Irish:
Andrew McGregor, Owen Chambers, Olwyn Anthony, 
Jane Walsh, Rachel Kennedy

J.H. Bennett Memorial Prize for Chemistry:
Eoin Doyle

Bank of Ireland Leaving Certi�cate Prize for Physics:
Andrew McGregor, Conor Sheehy, Eoin Doyle

Iris Olive Atkins Memorial Prize for Biology:
Olwyn Anthony, Daniel Moore, Felix Fischer

Alan McBeth Memorial Prize for Languages:
Andrew McGregor, Olwyn Anthony, Jane Walsh

Isaac Butt Memorial Prize for History:
Robert Scandrett, Dylan Somers

J.W. Smyth Prize for Leaving Certi�cate Geography:
Daniel Moore, Rachel Hornibrook

Dorothy West Memorial Prize for Business:
Rachel Hornibrook

Bishop Hearn Memorial Prize:
Cormac O’Sullivan

Principal’s Prize:
Gavin Spillane, Michael Murray, Ludolf Von Schöning

Midleton College Association Prize:
Luke Hevers, Sally Poynton

Midleton College Prize for Applied Maths: 
Andrew McGregor, Conor Sheehy

Midleton College Prize for Economics:
Conor Sheehy

Bank of Ireland Prize for Accounting:
Andrew McGregor

Tait Prize for Agricultural Science:
Owen Chambers, Paul Kingston, Jack Cowhig

Midleton College Prize for Home Economics:
Rachel Hornibrook

Mrs. E.F. Bennett Memorial Prize for Music:
Rachel Kennedy 

Tait Prize for Creative Writing:
Daniel Moore

Midleton College Art Prize:
Kieran Carew

JUNIOR CERTIFICATE 2013

Intermediate Shield:
Julie Ryall

CLASS PRIZES:
Adam Morris, Isaac O’Sullivan-Hourihan, Sarah Deane, 
Adam Ford, Oisín Parsons, Maeve Kingston, Seán 
Emerson, Laura O’Riordan,Ava Burns, Charlotte Hall, 
Paddy O’Shea 

Midleton College Scholarship Prize:
John Byron, Charles Eng, Eimear Marley, Barry 
O’Callaghan, Leon O’Sullivan, Marwin O’Sullivan, Niall 
Quill, Jonathan Tinne

Midleton College Association Prize:
Corina McGrath, Robert Sta�ord, 

Midleton College Principal’s Prize:
Amy Chambers, Ciaran McGregor, 

CLASS PRIZES:
Dr. F.M. Hilliard Memorial Prize for Form V:
Kevin Carew, Ciaran Lydon, Kieran Simpson, Kate 
Fleming, Ruth Provan-Bessell, Ellen Ryall, Ruairí 
Morrison, Sinéad James, Sophie Keating, Sonia Stronach, 
Jack Tierney

Brian D. Cairns Memorial Prize for Singing:
Sonia Stronach 

Form IV:
Bryony Archer, Katie Archer, Aoife Dunne, Oliver Norton, 
Clara Roch-Perks, Pádraig Power, Belén Garrido Solesio, 
Alexandra Aldous, Fionn Baily, Matylda Jablonka, Martha 
O’Leary

Form II:
Liam Mariga, David Byron, Benedicta Alapini, Charley 
Moore, Alice O’Donnell, Katen Du�y, Bryan McHugh, 
Hannah Du�y, Max White, Maeve Rutledge, Lara 
Summers

Form I: 
Doireann McCaughley, Caoimhe O’Sullivan, Emma 
Haynes, Emily O’Hara, Treasa Jiang, Jessie McCarthy, 
Kate O’Riordan, Iar�laith Farrell, Stephen Ford, Hannah 
Beckingham, John Deane

Ron Little Memorial Prize for Practical Science:
Alex Moore

A.Moore with Ron Little Memorial Prize.
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HAIL AND FAREWELL

AVETE 2014
The following entered the College at the beginning of the academic year.  We bid them welcome and wish them happy 
and rewarding careers in the College.

BOYS: Adedapo Adeshina, Kelvin Adetayo, Max Ahern, 
Ross Bailey, Briain Baily,Rory Bawden, James Butler, Jack 
Buttimer, Dmitrii  Chernov, Christopher Coleman O’Neill, 
Rodrigo Corihuela-Menéndez, Liam Curley, Leo Daly, Jaye 
Devine, Joseph Doran, Cian Dwyer, Niall Flynn, Dominion 
Gbadamosi, Aoife Gill, Robert Hickey, Céadan Hogan, 
Julius Hoppenstaedt, Jack Howard, Ben Ingamells, Ben 
Killeen, Lionel Kona Sompo, Ilia Kozhelskii, Prionsias Lim, 
Kevin Liu, Jesse Maddix, Peter Martin, Conor McCormack, 
Oscar McCutcheon, Adam McDonagh, Luke McGovern, 
Aoife Mitchell, Towa Miyata, Stephen Moore, Jose Moreno 
Duñabeitia, Fernando Muro Matoses, Luke Obersby, Luke 
O’Donovan, Christopher O’Galligan, Daniel Ojuolape, 
Andrew O’Leary, Micheál O’Neill, Robert O’Regan, Lucas 
Oriol, Brian Quill, David Ruano Hurtado, Gonzalo Sada, 
Michael Sode, Samuel Spillane, George St Leger Mewis, 
Graham Stuart, Luke Thompson.

GIRLS: Willow Allen, Rianna Boullier, Zara Bowles, 
Saoirse Burns, Lucy Byrne, Patricia Calzado, Mariana, 
Carbó Cajigas, Elena Celis Acedo, Claudia Coma, Emily 
Connon, Doireann Conway, Laura Cosgrave, Nicol Coyle 
O’Donoghue, Ruth Deane, Veronika Deeny, Cayleigh 
Fitzgerald, Jaime Lea Fitzgerald, Róisín Greenwood, Sarah 
Hall, Tessa Haughton Lynch, Julia Hindel , Itziar Jiménez, 
Laura Kenneally Smiddy, Annika Kolbe, Naomi Kugler, 
Rosheen Lim, Róisín McCarthy, Laurna McHugh, Darragh 
Murphy, Emma Musgrave, Sarah O’Donnell, Sina Odugbose, 
Caoimhe O’Mahony, Caoimhe O’Sullivan, Sandrea 
Panzavecchia, Celia Perez Hernandez, Katie Poynton, Ana 
Ramírez Fernández, Tanith Roberts, Hanna Roch-Perks, 
Violeta Sánchez Fernandez , Elena Serrano Martínez, 
Deborah Sode, Emily Tanner, Sofia Tinne, Charlotte Walsh, 
Hollie Whelan, Leila Whyte, Anais Whyte,

Ana Abellán Solesio Primary school teaching in Madrid

Olwyn Anthony University of Limerick  
- Applied Languages

Odhrán Baily Tralee Institute of Technology - Health
Kieran Carew Edge Hill - Film and Television

Owen Chambers Trinity College Dublin  
– Business Studies & Spanish

Colin Clarke College of Commerce  
- Hospitality Operations

Jack Cowhig Institute of Art Design & Technology  
- TV and Film Production

Caitlyn Cuthbert Studying Adult Nursing

Ross Donovan University College Cork  
- Energy Engineering

Eoin Doyle Cork Institute of Technology  
– Biomedical Engineering 

Alannah Finn Dublin Institute of Technology – 
International Hospitality Management

Felix Fischer Gap Year

Sophie Hammond Institute of Art Design & Technology  
– English Media & Cultural Studies

Emma Herlihy University College Cork  
- International Development Policy

Luke Hevers National Marine College  
- Nautical Science

Rachel Hornibrook University College Cork - Food 
Marketing & Entrepreneurship

Rachel Kennedy Mary Immaculate College Limerick  
- Liberal Arts

Paul Kingston University College Dublin  
- Dairy Business

Brendan Kiy Gap Year
Kenn Martin

Andrew McGregor University College Cork  
Studying Energy Engineering

Cian McGuigan Cork College of Commerce  
- Computer Science

Chris McPadden Colaiste Stiofan Naomha - Business 
Daniel Moore University College Cork - Law

Michael Murray Cork Institute of Technology  
- Business Information Systems

John O’Farrell Cork Institute of Technology  
- Embalming & Business

Eoin O’Grady
Rian O’Mahony Employment in England

Cormac O’Sullivan University of Limerick - Computer and 
Electronic Engineering

Johnathan Ottman Working in Hosteltech

Sally Poynton National University of Ireland Galway 
- Arts

Robert Scandrett National Marine College 
- Nautical Science

Conor Sheehy University College Cork  
- Computer Science

Dylan Somers National University of Ireland Galway 
- Commerce   

Gavin Spillane University of Limerick  
- Journalism & New Media

Je�rey Swanton University College Cork - Arts
Ludolf von 
Schöning Gap Year in Brazil

Jane Walsh University College Cork  
- Commerce & Spanish

Kenneth Wight

David Wood Dublin Institute of Technology  
- International Business & Spanish

VALETE 2014
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PRIZE DAY 2014

�is year Prize Day took place on Friday 14th November.  It 
was later than usual because Midleton College had hosted 
the Irish Schoolboys Hockey Tournament in mid-October.  
As usual we were in the Silversprings Moran Hotel and 
the guest speaker this year was Mr John Lonergan former 
Governor of Mountjoy Prison.

Bishop Colton as M.C. swi�ly introduced the acting 
Principal, Mr Bud Morrissey to give his annual report.  
Mr Morrissey gave an excellent speech but made it very 
clear how delighted he was with the fact that this would 
be his �rst and last ever Principal’s Report!  Mr Morrissey 
manfully stepped up as acting Principal in August when 
Mr �ompson attained the Principals’ position in Kilkenny 
College but it was always clear that this was done from 
necessity rather than desire!  For details of Mr Morrissey’s 
report see p. 7-9.

In introducing Mr Lonergan, Bishop Colton spoke of the 
inherent fear that the word jail can cause.  He cited his and 
his wife’s strong reaction to the news that their son Andrew 
was in jail in America.  He went on to clarify that he was 
doing placement for a legal course in criminal advocacy 
rather than being held as a felon!  �e Bishop pointed 
out that Mr Lonergan during his tenure as Governor of 
Mountjoy had been very open and transparent and taken 
some of the fear out of the thought of being imprisoned.

He praised Mr Lonergan’s style of leadership as being 
always engaging, empathetic and willing to rise to whatever 
challenges confronted him.

When Mr Lonergan addressed the audience he began by 
acknowledging Mr Morrissey’s  earlier quip comparing 
prison and boarding schools!  He moved swi�ly on to 
congratulate the prize winners also reminded them to be 
proud, (but not obnoxiously so), of their achievements.  He 
made the telling point that the non-prize winners were also 
key contributors to the whole experience of the day.

Mr Lonergan strongly emphasized that in schools, in 
prisons or any type of business it is ultimately about people 

and being part of a community.  Everyone has something 
to contribute and he particularly told the students that they 
represent our future and that he has every con�dence in 
their abilities.  A simple but vital part of his speech was the 
word ‘nice’.  He stressed that it cost nothing to be nice to 
people and we should always endeavour to respect other 
people.

He also quoted the idea that ‘I alone must do it but I cannot 
do it alone’ to highlight the simple fact that we all need 
help at some stage.  In the context of schools he spoke of 
the support that parents and teachers provide to help the 
students achieve their full potential.  Following on from 
this he urged the students to recognise opportunities and 
make the most of them as and when they occur.  If we are 
successful in life he reminded us there is an obligation to 
give back to the community and to attempt to enrich all 
levels of society.  Mr Lonergan concluded his speech by 
reminding us of the vital role of teachers in nurturing the 
potential within their students.

�e obvious sincerity of his speech went down very well 
with the audience and paved the way nicely for the musical 
interlude.  �is began with the M.C. Orchestra playing a 
classical piece ‘Tamburine’ by Gosseck , with Ruth Provan-
Bessell as the lead player.  Following this came an intriguing 
arrangement of ‘What a wonderful World’ with excellent 
harmonica solos from Caoimhe O’Sullivan.  �e orchestral 
portion concluded with Sonia Stronach singing ‘And �is is 
my Beloved’ from the musical ‘Kismet’ and Christian Lynch 
playing a violin solo ‘Swedish Dance’ by Brook.

�e music continued with a spirited rendition of ‘You 
Raise Me Up’ by the M.C. Choir.  Building on this feel good 
anthem the prizes were presented to the worthy winners 
and following the Bishop’s �nal blessing another Prize Day 
came to an end.

-Ed

Top Junior Certi�cate student Julie Ryall receiving the 
Intermediate Shield from Mr. Lonergan.

Christian Lynch concentrating intensely on his demanding  
violin solo.
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Back Row L - R:   L. Summers, B. Alapini, H. Du�y, K. Du�y, M. White, D. Byron, A. O’Donnell, L. Mariga.
Front Row L - R:   C. Moore, Mr. Power, Mr. Lonergan, Bishop Colton, Mr. Morrissey, M. Rutledge.

Back Row L - R:    S. Ford, H. Beckingham, T. Jiang, E. Haynes, C. O’Sullivan, K. O’Riordan, J. McCarthy, E. O’Hara,  
D. McCaughley, J. Deane.

Front Row L - R:   I. Farrell, Mr. Power, Mr. Lonergan, Bishop Colton, Mr. Morrissey, A. Moore.
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Form I Prize Winners



Back Row L - R: A. Dunne, M. O’ Leary, M. Jablonka, F. Baily, P. Power, A. Aldous, B. Archer
Front Row L - R:  K. Archer, Mr. Power, Mr. Lonergan, Bishop Colton, Mr. Morrissey, C. Roch-Perks.

Back Row L - R: J. Byron, P. O’Shea, S. Emerson, M. O’Sullivan, R. Sta�ord, O. Parsons, B. O’Callaghan.
Ist Middle Row L - R: J. Tinne, C. McGregor, N. Quill.
2nd Middle Row L - R:  E. Marley, C. Hall, A. Burns, A. Ford, A. Morris, I. O’Sullivan - Hourihan,  M. Kingston, A. Chambers,  

L. O’Riordan.
Front Row L - R: S. Deane, Mr. Power, Mr. Lonergan, Bishop Colton, Mr. Morrissey, J. Ryall.
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Back Row L-R:  C. Sheehy, L. Hevers, J. Cowhig.
Middle Row L - R:  R. Kennedy, O. Anthony, P. Kingston, M. Murray, D. Somers, E. Doyle, D. Moore, J. Swanton, C. O’Sullivan, F. 

Fischer, J. Walsh, S. Poynton, G. Spillane.
Front Row L - R:  R. Hornibrook, O. Chambers, Mr .Power, Mr. Lonergan, Bishop Colton,  Mr. Morrissey, A. McGregor, D. Wood.

Back Row L - R: S. Stronach, C. Lydon, J. Tierney, K. Simpson, R. Morrison, S. Keating, K. Carew, K. Fleming.
Front Row L - R:  R. Provan Bessell, Mr. Power, Mr. Lonergan Bishop Colton, Mr. Morrissey, E. Ryall.
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‘Orchestral manoeuvres in the day! ’

Head Boarding Boy, 
Alex Deane making a 

presentation to  
Mrs. Susan Colton.

L-R: A. Axson, A. O’Shea,  
Mr. Power, Mr. Lonergan, 
Bishop Colton, Mr. Morrissey, 
R. Provan-Bessell, A. Deane.
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Last year’s Christmas musical was unlike any other!‘Little 
Shop of Horrors’ telling the tale of a nerdy �orist who �nds 
his chance for success and romance with the help of a giant 
man-eating plant.

Preparations began in late September when auditions were 
held. �e small cast was announced and the plant ‘puppets’ 
and voices were chosen.

Many weeks were spent preparing the stage and plants. Ms. 
Wall was the creative genius behind it all and spent endless 
hours perfecting the magni�cent plants. I still remember 
the gasps in the audience when the curtains opened on the 
�nal plant and its sheer size and detail shocked them all. 
�e stage was transformed from a 1980’s American high 
school into a dingy 1960’s �ower shop in Skid Row, LA. It 
really made such a di�erence to the whole production. 

Many more hours were spent setting up new lighting on the 
stage and the new sound system. �is technical overhaul 
was very evident in the �nal production and will stand to 
the drama department for years to come. 

On the weekends in the lead up to the opening night ,we 
spent all day, everyday each weekend in the hall practicing 
the songs with Ms. Dennehy and doing detailed character 
analysis and rehearsing scenes with Mr Doyle. Kristen 
choreographed the whole production and helped a lot with 
make up and costumes. However, it wasn’t all work. We 

took many breaks and ate a lot of subway and drank a lot 
of co�ee. Although there was a mad rush to get the play 
�nished towards the end, in classic Mr Doyle style, he had it 
timed down to a T and we pulled it out of the bag.

When the �nal night was over I was exhausted but would 
have gladly done it all over again.

As Mr Doyle’s �nal school musical he really went out with 
a bang. He has inspired so many  students with his endless 
enthusiasm and his creative talent has transformed the 
Midleton College drama department unrecognisably. Mr 
Doyle really did do the “Best Show Ever.”

For me, Mr Doyle has given me opportunities and 
con�dence which I never thought I would have. He has 
given me a passion for drama and musicals which will stay 
with me forever. 

Months of preparation go into the Christmas Musical 
and every year the quality of the production shows the 
commitment of the cast. �e dedication shown to rehearsals 
portrays the students enjoyment of drama in the school.

�is year the Christmas musical is Blood Brothers and we 
are working hard with the new drama teacher Mr. Morrissey 
and Ms. Dennehy to do the best show yet. Mr Doyle is also 
still involved, proving his commitment to Midleton College.                    

- Kate Fleming (Form VI).

Little Shop of Horrors - 2013

Last year’s Christmas musical was unlike any other!‘Little 
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Last April all of Form I travelled to 
Wexford Heritage Centre with the 
History Department.

Form I met in school early and took the 
bus to Waterford. In Waterford we had 
a quick chance to stretch our legs as we 
had been sitting for a long time.

Once everyone had arrived on the 
bus we set out for New Ross to see the 
Dunbrody Famine Ship.  

When we went into the Information 
Centre we were met by a very nice tour 
guide who took us on a tour of the ship. 
�e Dunbrody was smaller than I’d 
thought.  Even with its size more that 
200 people would be cramped into the 
lower part of the ship.  �ere were some 
quite good actors who set the scene on 
the ship for us.  When we �nished our 
tour of the Dunbrody we set out for the 
Wexford Heritage Centre.

When we arrived we were greeted by the 
very friendly Timmy. Timmy �rst took 

us to see a fulacht �adh, which was a Celtic cooking place.  Timmy had been cooking some bacon and he shared some with us. 

We then went on to see old Crannogs, forts and a Christian Village. �e Christian Village, Ring Fort and Viking Long Boat 
sparked everyone’s interest as we were allowed to go in and out of the buildings and see what life was really like back then.

When the tour was over we were taken into a room to watch a short video on what we had been shown.  �e whole trip was 
very interesting.  We all piled back into the bus and set o� for home not forgetting to stop o� at McDonald’s for a quick bite 
to eat.

In all it was a very fun and interesting day, enjoyed by all.  I would like to thank Mr. Preston and the History Department for 
organizing a fantastic day.

- Caoimhe Parsons (Form II).

In May myself and former second year students (current third 
years( travelled together to Ballyhass for our fun �lled day.  
We �rst met our instructors and split up into di�erent groups 
for our various activities.  �ese activities included kayaking, 
wall climbing, abseiling, ziplining, team games and the ‘Leap 
of Faith’!  �e ‘Leap of Faith’ was by far the ‘highlight’ of my 
day.  Although the majority of my classmates were hesitant 
about climbing up the 15 meter pole to an 18 inch wooden 
platform at the top, most of my friends managed well.  Once 
you reached the platform at the top and clambered to your 
feet, you then had to take the leap….

I’m sure we all felt nervous looking down from that height but 
all in all it was great fun.  �e day was a brilliant success and 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed it.  �anks to all who organised 
it and for a brilliant trip.

- Rebekah Opperman (Form III)       

“�umbs Up!”

Form II students resting between bouts of death defying activities!

Members of Form I watching the fulach �adh in action. 

Wexford Heritage Centre with the 
History Department.

Form I met in school early and took the 
bus to Waterford. In Waterford we had 
a quick chance to stretch our legs as we 
had been sitting for a long time.

Once everyone had arrived on the 
bus we set out for New Ross to see the 
Dunbrody Famine Ship.  

When we went into the Information 
Centre we were met by a very nice tour 
guide who took us on a tour of the ship. 
�e Dunbrody was smaller than I’d 
thought.  Even with its size more that 
200 people would be cramped into the 
lower part of the ship.  �ere were some 
quite good actors who set the scene on 
the ship for us.  When we �nished our 
tour of the Dunbrody we set out for the 
Wexford Heritage Centre.

When we arrived we were greeted by the Members of Form I watching the fulach �adh in action. 

Form II students resting between bouts of death defying activities!

Ferrycarrig – 1st Form History Trip

Ballyhass Lakes Form II

“Celtic Cuisine”
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German Exchange
On April Fools’ Day, sixteen Form 2 pupils travelled to 
Ellwangen, Southern Germany, for the second part of the 
German-Irish exchange. We were accompanied by Ms. 
Henry and Mr. Schmidt. 

We started the trip by meeting at the school at 5 am where 
we had last minute passport checks, and then headed to 
Cork airport.

�e plane trip was mainly nervous chat and sharing sweets. 
By the time we landed in Munich, we were all restless with 
excitement.

We arrived at our exchange school, Hariolf Gymnasium, 
at 10 am, where we were greeted by our partners and had 
school dinner in the cafeteria. It was great just to catch up 
with them, and we then went to our new homes. We also got 
given specially designed t-shirts which was a great surprise.

We started o� our �rst full day with lessons with our 
partners. A�er the lads had impressed the teacher with their 
Yodelling skills, we headed o� for some rock-climbing, and 
then rejoined our German partners for some more lessons. 
A�er this, we walked through the town to Ellwangen castle 
and Schoenenberg church, both of which were fantastic. 
�e weather was so hot, it was impossible not to get a tan!

�e next day included experiencing German school-life to 
the full, which started every-day at half 7, followed by a trip 
to the Mercedes Benz Museum, which was like something 
out o� a Sc-Fi �lm, and �nished with some well-earned 
shopping in Stuttgart. 

On Friday we had a German-Irish quiz, and then a tour 
around Ellwangen town. We also went to the Town Hall, 
watched a mini-�lm on the town and munched pretzels. It 
was �nished with a treasure hunt around the town, which 
was great for seeing all the town’s history.

�e whole of Saturday, and most of Sunday were spent with 
our host families. It was a bit daunting not to see any of our 
friends for the time, but we soon got over it as our host-
families were so nice. We met up on Sunday for bowling and 
swapped stories of visiting Neuschwanstein castle, going 
ice-skating, and swimming at the local pool among other 
things. �e bowling was German-style, and was followed by 
a meal. �e event was a farewell to everyone and was a great 
way to �nish o� the trip.

On the 7th of April, we met up next to the school and said 
our goodbyes to our exchange partners and families.  We 
were all sad to say Auf Wiedersehen, but were looking 
forward to Munich, where we visited the amazing 
Deutsches Museum. �is was the largest and by far the 
most informative museum I’ve ever seen, and was followed 
by shopping around Munich, and a pizza at a local pizzeria 
near our hostel. 

Next morning we travelled by train to the airport and were 
all ready to go when we heard the plane had been delayed 
by a couple of hours. We were all a little disappointed, but 
the time went quickly buying last minute fridge magnets 
and chatting to our friends. 

Having arrived safe and sound that a�ernoon, I think Frau 
Henry and Herr Schmitt deserve a huge Danke sehr for 
organising the trip and accompanying us. It was a great 
learning experience, not just in the German language but 
also in the German culture. For instance nobody wears 
school uniform over there! We all took something back 
with us from this amazing trip, and it was really fun too!

- Alice O’Donnell (Form III).
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We had an early start at the airport at 5am on Tuesday the 
7th of October.

Mrs. Murphy and Ms. Dawson accompanied 21 form 
3 students on our trip to Almeria, Spain. We arrived in 
Malaga airport at 10:30 am. We then had a three hour bus 
journey to Almeria.

When we arrived at the school, we met our Spanish partners 
and had our names called to have our pictures taken with 
them which was a bit daunting!

�en, we met our host families and we went our own ways 
to our new houses for a lovely Spanish meal.

On Wednesday we visited Granada, where we took a tour 
of the city and then went shopping, which all the girls 
certainly loved!

On �ursday we spent the day at school where we had 
classes such as PE, Technology and English. In the 35° 
weather we played an Ireland v Spain soccer match where of 
course Ireland won. We also ate a delicious Mediterranean 
breakfast and watched fantastic �amenco dancers. We then 
spent the rest of the day at the beach.

On Friday, the Irish students toured Almeria and we also 
visited the Alcazaba which is a moorish fortress that is the 
set of many famous movies.

We spent the weekend with our host families visiting 
beaches, eating tapas,shopping and visiting other nearby 
towns.

�en on Monday, we 
visited a beach called 
Cabo de Gata, where we 
played volleyball, soccer 
and rounders. We also 
went kayaking and 
swimming in the biggest 
waves ever! �en we 
went to another beach 
nearby called San Jose 
where we sunbathed 
and swam in the crystal 
clear water.

�at night the Spanish group had organised a party for us 
in the park, where we all ate like there was no tomorrow, 
but then we realised that tomorrow we would be saying 
goodbye to our new families.

�e next day we all had an early start as we had to be at 
the school at 5:30, where we took our last pictures with our 
Spanish amigos and had to say adios until March. Most 
people were bawling their eyes out as the bus pulled away.

I think we can all agree we had enough McDonalds to last 
us a lifetime! So many things remind us of our week with 
them from songs to food, and we can’t wait until March 
2015 as it was the best week of our lives!

- Omai Ransome, Sophie Doherty, Katen Du�y and Susan 
Moran (Form III).

Spanish Exchange
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On Sunday November the 16th full of nerves and 
excitement, we set out on our adventure to Madrid. A�er 
a long bus journey and a few hours in Dublin Airport we 
were on our way. 

When we arrived in Madrid we couldn’t have gotten a better 
welcome from our exchange partners and their families. 
While some of us went out for a lovely meal, others went 
home to rest for the busy day ahead.

On Monday we went on a tour around the city of Madrid. 
We saw many sights such as la Almudena Cathedral, la Plaza 
Mayor, la Puerta del Sol, the Royal Palace and many other 
interesting places. We then went home to our families and 
Liam and Cathal , much to their excitement went, to see the 
Bernabeu Stadium, while most of the girls went shopping. 
We all knew from day one that there was an action packed 
week ahead of us.

On Tuesday, we were delighted to hear that our Spanish 
partners would be joining us. We visited the town of 
Segovia, which has many interesting places to see, such as 
the Aqueduct and the Alcazaba Castle. We were sent on a 
treasure hunt around Segovia and this entailed asking the 
locals questions  about the history and geography of their 
beautiful town of Segovia.   It was a beautiful place to see 
and was a wonderful experience. 

On Wednesday we had an early rise as we had a day of school 
activities planned for us. In P.E class this meant playing the 
Spaniards in hockey, soccer and basketball matches. �e 
Irish came out victorious! A�er P.E class we joined in on 
the drama class where we helped the Spaniards with their 
English pronunciation.  

On �ursday we went to see some more attractions 
around Madrid such as the Museo Reina So�a, where we 
saw the Guernica painting by Picasso with a very detailed 
description of the meaning behind it by the art teacher 
from Jesus Maestro school. It is a very thought provoking 
painting and we all appreciated it’s worth. Next we visited 
the Retiro Park, which we were all completely entranced by. 
Full of lakes, waterfalls, and even a crystal palace, which we 

all agreed was one of the nicest places we had ever been, so 
magical that’s some of us girls will be marrying there! Here 
we also saw a puppet show and a wax sculpture, so realistic 
we believed it to be a real person. 

In the a�ernoon we headed to see the famous monastery 
of El Escorial and its 8th century library. We were all 
amazed by the beauty of the surrounding plains and 
mountains.   A�erwards, we sampled delicious traditional 
Spanish tapas, whilst on the Spanish news we saw scenes of 
the funeral of the  Duqesa de Alba.  

On Friday we attended school again. We did a group activity 
where we made slideshows and recalled memories from the 
past week with Ana Presa, the Spanish coordinator. �e 
morning ended with a beautiful Spanish spread prepared 
by the school for us. �at evening we went out for dinner 
and spent the whole evening together. 

On Saturday we all did di�erent things with our families, 
such as going shopping or horse riding. Lucky for the 
Mariga boys, who went to the Calderon Stadium to watch 
Athletico Madrid win their match. Saturday evening all on 
the exchange went to dinner again and celebrated our last 
night. 

Sunday was our last day. We packed our bags, and then went 
to have our last lunch together at a lovely Mexican restaurant. 
Our partners dropped us o� to the airport and we said our 
goodbyes. Although it was very sad saying goodbye. Many 
of us did not want to leave. We look forward to seeing our 
Spanish friends in Ireland at the end of January.

  We enjoyed our trip immensely and couldn’t have wished 
for more. Our Spanish improved greatly and it has enhanced 
our con�dence in speaking Spanish. 

We would like to thank Ms. Dawson for her e�orts In 
arranging an exchange to Madrid.   We really hope this 
exchange continues for many years to come.

- Daisy Cardoso Murphy, Maeve Rutledge and Lara 
Summers (Form III). 

Madrid Trip
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